
 
FLYING HIGH FOR THE BIRDS 

Debs Smith, a World Owl Trust volunteer will be taking flight on 15 
October at Langar Airfield in Nottingham, on behalf of the Trust, to 
raise awareness of the plight of the UK barn owl population and to 
raise funds for conservation work and education projects. 
 
She will be skydiving from 12,000 feet and her aim is to raise as 
much as she can to pay for a live, high-definition camera in a barn 
owl nest in the wild. This will be used for monitoring year round 
research and as an educational tool in schools. 
 
You can find out more about the work of the World Owl Trust by 
going to www.owls.org where there is a link to Debs’ Justgiving page, 
to make your donation. Or go direct to the website at 
www.justgiving.com/Debs-Smith. Alternatively, you can send 
cheques to the World Owl Centre, Muncaster Castle, Ravenglass, 
Cumbria CA18 1RQ. 
 
Please give generously to help Debs do her bit to contribute to the 
valuable work of the trust. 
 
Thank you for your support !! 
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Sky diving for the Birds 
 
I first visited the World Owl Trust in August 2009 and instantly felt it was a 
very special place for owls and other birds of prey. The wonderful birds, the 

friendly and dedicated team of staff and 
volunteers, the beautiful surroundings and 
of course the crucial conservation work, 
education projects and the Trust’s 
overwhelming passion to raise awareness 
of the plight of our own owl population and 
also overseas, made me instantly want to 
do something to support WOT.  
 
I adopted Chocolate, the European Eagle 
Owl immediately, who at six weeks old was 
being carried around in a cardboard box 

looking very cute rather than the majestic creature she is now. I then returned 
in November, became a member and then in March this year was an “Owl 
keeper for the day” with Wulf the Head Keeper. It was then that I realised that 
WOT would always be part of my life. In June I helped out at Patchings Arts 
and Craft festival in North Nottingham where WOT had a stall at the invitation 
of Linda Wain, a local artist and patron of WOT. I became an official volunteer 
and spent three days with Sparky, our ambassador Barn Owl, on my arm.  
 
Living so far from the World Owl Trust and not being able to help out there on 
a regular basis, I felt I had to do something to support the work of the Trust 
and fundraising seemed the obvious thing. So, I am going to jump out of a 
plane at 12,000 feet strapped to a tandem skydiver and hopefully land in one 
piece!  
 
The funds I raise will go towards putting a live high-definition camera on a 
barn owl nest in the wild – this would be great for monitoring year round 
research and WOT could also use the pictures as a great 
educational tool in schools. I  am excited about 
contributing to the valuable work of the Trust, so please 
give generously. 
 
Wherever you live you can experience the work of the 
Trust by checking out the website www.owls.org. 
Wherever you live you can contribute to the Trust’s work 
and care of the owls, by becoming a member, adopting 
an owl or supporting the Trust in any way you can. 
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